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It's the first day of kindergarten and Miss Bindergarten is hard at work getting the classroom ready

for her twenty-six new students. Meanwhile, Adam Krupp wakes up, Brenda Heath brushes her

teeth, and Christopher Beaker finds his sneaker. Miss Bindergarten puts the finishing touches on

the room just in time, and the students arrive. Now the fun can begin! This rhyming, brightly

illustrated book is the perfect way to practice the alphabet and to introduce young children to

kindergarten."Multifaceted and appealing, this book can be enjoyed in many ways, at home and at

school."-The New York Times Book Review
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Looking at this book from the point of view of an adult, I didn't get it. The illustrations are decent, but

nothing spectacular. The rhymes are not particularly inventive. And not much happens in the book,

which simply shows a teacher getting her classroom ready for the first day of kindergarten, while

students are getting ready in their own way - eating breakfast, saying good-bye (or clinging to mom),

getting on the bus, and so forth. It's also an alphabet book. Each child in the class has a name that

begins with a different letter of the alphabet. But there are hundreds of alphabet books on the



market, I thought, and many of them are more clever or better illustrated than this one.Boy, was I

wrong. I got this book out of the library the summer before my daughter started kindergarten. She

was a little nervous about starting. She's the type of kid who wants to stand back and observe every

situation before she plunges in. That made her the perfect kid for this book. While we had it out of

the library, she asked me to read it several times every day. I ended up buying a copy of the book

before returning the library copy, because it would have broken her heart to be without it.My

daughter just finished kindergarten, and I have read this book literally hundreds of times. She still

loves it, and I think I've finally figured out why it's so appealing. At the beginning of the book, you

see a dark, empty, slightly scary looking classroom. For a child who's afraid of starting school, I

think that's a pretty good image of her expectation. But a nice teacher comes in and adds blocks,

play kitchen toys, mobiles, paint and brushes, posters, crayons and pencils, etc. and turns the

classroom into a beautiful, inviting place. Little by little a child learns to see the classroom as a good

place to be.

At first you read the premise of this, the first Miss Bindergarten picture book, and you find it a bit too

much. Not only is this an alphabet book, not ONLY is this a getting-ready-for-school book, but this is

also a learn your animals book. Not since Graham Base's, "Water Hole" has an author tried to do so

much in a single item intended (after all) for the early reader set. And yet, remarkably, "Miss

Bindergarten" is all these things and more. A rollicking raucous encapsulation of ALL the things a

kindergarten teacher must do before a single one of her students has entered the room, the book's

a pip. I mean, it's impossible to dislike this story. It's a fun read, a collection of truly charming

illustrations, and a great way to introduce kids to the concept of school itself. For the child just

beginning to learn away from home, this is an ideal gift or present.Our opening pages show a lovely

border collie being woken at 6:00 in the morning by her peppy little cuckoo clock. With her pet

cockatoo in tow we watch as Miss Bindergarten (for so she is) goes about her morning by washing

her face, finding a lot pair of shoes and eating a bagel with the morning paper. Then she's off with a

full trunk and a yawning cockatoo. In the meantime, various students in alphabetical order are

getting ready for kindergarten in their own ways. "Adam Krupp wakes up. Brenda Heath brushes her

teeth". Every once in a while we cut back to Miss Bindergarten who's tidying up a long abandoned

schoolroom, frantically separating tinker toys, hanging mobiles, etc. As she does so it's difficult not

to notice the post-it note stuck to her rear, and a forgotten price tag hanging from her blouse's collar.

Time passes, more students come near, and in the end Miss Bindergarten's room is complete.
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